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Section Summary 
REGIONS OF THE UNITED STATES 
Geographers often divide the United States into four 
main regions. These are the Northeast, the South, 
the Midwest, and the West. 

The Northeast is the smallest region in the United 
States, as well as the most densely populated. Natural 
resources in the Northeast include rich farmland, 
coal, and fishing. Major seaports make it possible to 
ship products to markets around the world. 

The Northeast is covered by a string of large 
cities called a megalopolis. It stretches from Boston 
to Washington, D.C. Other major cities are New 
York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. 

The South includes coastlines along the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico. The coastal plains 
provide farmers with rich soils for growing cotton, 
tobacco, and citrus fruits. 

Technology, education, and oil are also important 
industries in the South. Warm weather and beautiful 
beaches make tourism an important part of the 
South’s economy. 

 

MAIN IDEAS 
 1. The United States has four regions—the Northeast, South, Midwest, and West. 
 2. The United States has a strong economy and a powerful military but is facing 

the challenge of world terrorism. 

Key Terms and Places 
megalopolis  a string of large cities that have grown together 
Washington, D.C.  the United States capital 
Detroit  located in Michigan and is the nation’s leading automobile producer 
Chicago  the third-largest city in the United States and one of the busiest shipping 
ports on the Great Lakes 

Seattle  Washington’s largest city and home of a major software company 
terrorism  violent attacks that cause fear 

What are the four main 
regions of the United 
States? 

_______________________  

_______________________  

_______________________  

_______________________  

List 5 cities that make up 
the megalopolis in the 
Northeast. 

_______________________  

_______________________  

_______________________  

_______________________  

_______________________  

Underline the sentences 
that describe the industries 
that contribute to the 
South’s economy. 
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The Midwest is one of the world’s most 
productive farming regions. Rich soils deposited by 
the region’s rivers are perfect for raising livestock 
and producing corn, dairy products, and soybeans. 

Most of the major cities in the Midwest, such as 
Chicago and Detroit, are located on rivers or the 
Great Lakes. This makes it easier to transport farm 
products, coal, and iron ore. 

The West is the largest region. California’s mild 
climate and wealth of resources make it home to 
more than 10 percent of the country’s population. 

Ranching, farming, coal, oil, gold, silver, copper, 
forestry, and fishing are important industries in the 
West. Seattle, Washington’s largest city, is home to 
many of these industries. 

CHANGES IN THE NATION 
The United States has faced many challenges in 
recent years. Trade, technology, and an abundance 
of natural resources have helped make the U.S. 
economy strong. However, by the end of 2007, the 
United States faced a recession, or a sharp decrease 
in economic activity. The housing market collapsed, 
some banks and businesses failed, and millions of 
jobs were lost. 
Terrorism continued to threaten the nation’s 

safety. After the deadliest terrorist attack in U.S. 
history on September 11, 2001, the United States 
and other world leaders began working together to 
combat terrorism. 

In 2008, in the highest voter turnout for any 
election in U.S. history, Barack Obama was elected 
president. He became the nation’s first African 
American president. 

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY 
Critical Thinking: Drawing Inferences  Think 
about the physical features, climates, natural 
resources, industries, and economies of the regions 
in the United States. Choose the region you would 
most like to live in and explain why. 

What are two major issues 
the United States has faced 
in recent years? 

_______________________  

_______________________  

Where are the major cities 
of the Midwest located? 

_______________________  

_______________________  

What is the largest region 
in the United States? 

_______________________  

_______________________  
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DIRECTIONS  On the line provided before each statement, write T if a 
statement is true and F if a statement is false. If the statement is false, 
write the term from the word bank that would make the statement 
correct on the line after each sentence. 

_____  1. Seattle and New York are part of a megalopolis in the northeastern region 
of the United States. 

___________________________________________________________  

_____  2. Most major cities in the Midwest, such as Detroit and Chicago, are located 
on rivers or the Great Lakes. 

___________________________________________________________  

_____  3. Because strip mining leads to soil erosion and other problems in the West, 
laws have been passed to protect the land there. 

___________________________________________________________  

_____  4. Terrorist acts in the United States have encouraged leaders around the 
world to work together to combat the problem of terrorism. 

___________________________________________________________  

_____  5. Forestry and fishing are two important economic activities in the  
Detroit area. 

___________________________________________________________  

DIRECTIONS  Choose four of the terms from the word bank. On a 
separate sheet of paper use these terms to write a description of the 
United States. 

Chicago Detroit megalopolis terrorism 

Seattle strip mining Washington, D.C.  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 96
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 96
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 96
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF>
  >>
  /ExportLayers /ExportVisiblePrintableLayers
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides true
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [702.000 873.000]
>> setpagedevice


